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The journey to Aflaj takes four days from Maqainama, the
first two being spent in the Summan and the third in the
sands of the Dahna, beyond which they traverse the gravel
plain of Haraisan. In the latter is the only watering of the
route, the well of Jabaliya, four fathoms to water when there
is any, for it is a Mishash or waterhole dependent on the rains.
For some years now it has been reckoned dead. From Maq-
ainama to Sulaiyil by the direct desert route avoiding the
Aflaj is 12 days, but fast camels have been known to do the
journey in 8 days. This route is entirely waterless and lies
for the most part in the sands until the neighbourhood of
Sulaiyil is reached. Sometimes water is found in the rock-
pools of Makiniya, while the oasis of Hamam near the end of
the journey is not far from the direct line. Salih claimed to
have done the journey from Abu Dhabi to the Hasa (some
400 miles) in 6 days, but such a record cannot be regarded as
authentic. The man was not above exaggerating his achieve-
ments to add to their picturesqueness. The route from
Jabrin to the Aflaj direct is known as Darb al Falaji, crossing
the Summan and Dahna in two days to the watering of Abu
Humaidh beyond the latter, whence one day brings the
traveller to the Maqainama road at Jabaliya.
On the way back from our outing in the Summan Salim
had a bad fit of nose-bleeding but seemed none the worse for
it in the end. The camels came in from the pastures inde-
pendently of us and, when I was summoned to dinner, I was
surprised to find all my companions armed to the teeth. It
was a wonderful scene under the full-moon that night, nearly
a score of hardened desert veterans gathered round our piled-
up tray of rice and meat, half-squatting, half-kneeling, rifles
in hand and bandoliers at waist. With their free right hands
they ladled the food into their mouths, while their senses
were taut. What news ? I asked; have you seen tracks ?
No, they replied, but as we came homeward at sunset and
halted for the prayer, 'Ali smelt the smoke of a camp-fire.
It may be but grazing Badu9 or it may be raiders seeking the
water. Unless they are many they will not trouble us—but
caution is better.
I had not till then realised that a highly developed sense of

